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CRISIS Q-2 . .
NIGHT LD . - : w '
BY EDWARD K. NFLONG .

WASHINGTON (lIPT) -~ THE REFUSAL OF “MOST FURQSFAN ALLIFS TO SUPPORT
THE UNTTED STATFS NURING THFE MINPLE FAST CRISIS MAY JEAD UL TTWETELY
TH A TENICITON IN AYFRICAN FORCES AND AR™S STOCKPILES IN WFSTERN
EUROPE, GOVERNMENT SOQURCFS SAIDR SATUHRPAY, |
TUHILE THFE UNITFD STATFS REGARDE TTE MILITARY ASSETS IN FUROPE TC
QF BART OF AN OVFR-ALL FORCFE RFANY FNR USF TH ANY FMFRGENCY, THESF
SOURGES SAID, EVENTS LAST WEEK CRFATED THF TMPRFSSTON IN WASHINGTON
THAT WFSTERN FUROPE LOOKS ON THEM AS RESTRICTED TO THE NEFENSE OF
TUROPE, | o

"WE'RF GOTNG TN BF TAKINC A HARD LNOX AT WHETHER THIS HAS
LONG-RANGF IMPLICATIONS, OR WHFTHER IT WAS JUST A CRISIS ANOMALY,”
ONF OFFICIAL SAID, "WF MAY VERY WELL DECITE WE WANT TO PUT SOME OF
THOSFE FORCES (1IN FURCPE) SOMRWHFRE ELSE,”

OFFICTIALS STRESSFN THAT MO DRECISTONS HAD BEFMN MADE, BUT SAID
DISCUSSIONS NOW UNDFR WAY WILL 'INVOLVE A SERIOUS REVIFV OF
FUNDAMENTAL, TIME-HONORED Y, §, ASSUMPTIONS AROUT REFENST REANTINESS,
" THE RFSULT, THRY SAID, MIGHT INCLUDE CHANGES I# THE OFFICIAL U. S.
POSITION AT THE TALKS ON A MUTUAL, BALANCED REDUCTION IN FAST-WEST
FORCES, SCHEPDULED TO START TUESTAY 1IN VIFNNA, AND IN AN FASING OF THF
ADMINISTRATION'S CONSISTENT OPPOSITION TO CONGRFSSIONAL PRESSURE FOR
UNILATFRAL CUTS In U,S. TROOP STRENGTH IN EUROPF,

ALL BUT ONME OF THE EUROPEAN MEMRFRS OF NATO DEMANDFD THAT THE
UNITFR STATES NOT US® ANY OF I1TS RASES OP EQUIPMENT IN FUROPE TO
SUPPORT ISRAFL IN THE MIDDLE FAST WAR, THE LONE EXCEPTION WAS
PORTUGAL, WHICH ALLOWED U, S, PLANES TC USE A BASE IN THE AZORES AS A
STOPOVER POINT IN THE EMERGENCY ARMS AIRLIFT. ,

ALL OTHFR FUROPFAN NATO COUNTRIES AND SPAIN, WHICH IS NOT A NATO

MEVBER, DELIRFRATELY DIVORCEDR THEMSELVES FROM THE U. 5. POSITION FCR

FFAR OF LOSING THEIR ARAR OIL SUPPLIES, WHICH ACCOUNT FOR 8¢ PER CENT
OF THE OJL WESTERN FUROPE RFCEIVES, |

SOME ALSO REFUSER TO GPANT U. S, AIRLIFT PLANES THF RIGHT EVER TO
FLY THROUGH THMFTR ATR SPACE. THIS PARTICULARLY ANGERFD U. S,
OFFIGIALS RFCALISE GRFFCE AND TURKEY MADE LITTLE IF ANY PROTEST ABOUT
THF OVERFLIGHT OF SOVIET PLANFS CARRYING ARMS TO THFE ARA3S,

NATO EUROPE, IN TURN, RFCISTERER STRONG DTSAPPROVAL OF
WASHINGTON'S FAILURF TO CONSULT ITS ALLIFS WHEN THE MIDDLE FAST
SITUATINN THREATENFD TO TURY INTO A SOVIET-AMFRICAN MILITARY
SHOWDOW N,

U. S. OFFICIALS FXPRESSED CONCFRN THAT .FVFNTS OF THE PAST THREE
WEEKS ¥IGHT HAVE SIGNALED A RRFAKDOWN IN THE SOLIDARITY OF THE NATO
ALLIANCE, | ‘ '

“1T 1S BUT A SMALL STEP -- A S¥ALL STEP -- FROM SAYING NOT TO USE
THOSE (U.S.) FORCES Ix THIS SITUATION, TO SAYING MOT TO NSF THEM™ TO
cOME TO THE ATD OF AN INPIVIDUAL MEMRFR OF NATO, SUCH AS GRFECE OR
TURKFEY,” ONF SOURCE SAIN, -

THE UNITFD STATES HAS YORFE THAN 200 ,Af¢ TROOPS AND THOUSANDS OF

TANKS AND OTHFR ARMS IN WEST GFRMANY, INCLUDING A 3,520-MAN U, 8, ARMY

“QUICK REACTION FORCE"™ FOR EMERGENCY USF,

THE BONN GOVFRNMENT DFCLAPFD ITSCLF MEUTRAL IN THE ARAR~ISPRAFLI
YAR AND PROTESTED WHEN AN ISRATLI FREIGHTFP WAS LOATED WITH U. S.
ARYS IN THE PORT 0OF ZREXTRHAVEN, . _

“OUR 228D AIRBORAE NIVISION, RICHT YFRF TN THF UNITED STATES, WAS
IN A RETTER POSITION TO RE USFD IN THF MIDPCLE FAST THAN ALL THOSE
FARCES IN GERMANY DURING THIS SITUATION,” ONE OFFICIAL SAID WITY sOME
IITTERYTSS.

"IN THE LOoxr 'NT“DM -|.H'." WEINAUT CAY TT PAFTGMYT MAKFE SFENSE TO STORF ALL
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